TODDINGTON ST. GEORGE CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL
Manor Road
Toddington
Bedfordshire
LU5 6AJ

Head Teacher:
Mrs J Spencer, MA Cantab
Telephone:
01525 872360
Fax:
0845 3076285

e-mail: toddstg@cbc.beds.sch.uk
www.toddingtonstgeorge.co.uk

Autumn 2015
Why do we believe in a close partnership with parents?
At Toddington St George Church of England School we believe that parents are a child's first and enduring
teachers. They play a crucial role in helping their children learn. Where parents are involved with their
children’s education and learning both at home and in partnership with the school, their children do better
and achieve more. These benefits can be long-lasting and extend to better health, relationships and
improved employment prospects.

Benefits of Parental Partnership
The benefits for the children are:
 It is easier for children to learn when they get encouragement from home.
 They will do better and achieve more when their parents are involved.
 Children get access to more activities in and out of school when there are more adults to help.
 Their concerns can be sorted out more quickly when their parents have a positive relationship with school
staff.
 They are happy when their parents are enjoying events in the school.
The benefits for parents are:
 Their children do better when they are involved.
 They are better able to help and encourage their children.
 They have more information about their children's education.
 Parents can build their own confidence and skills.
 Where there is a positive relationship between parents and their child's school there are benefits all round.
 Parents get reassurance that their children are receiving a good education.

Parent Forum
What is the Parent Forum?
The Parent Forum is a group of parents who meet to discuss some questions raised by the school on
different topics related to their child’s education. Parent Forum members are invited to join in the
discussions so we can try and ensure we have a wide range of representation; for example representation
from Mums and Dads, different classes, religions and cultures, parents of children with special educational
needs or more able pupils. The Parent Forum is a place where parents can discuss their thoughts and
ideas to help us strive for continuous improvement. It is a place where ideas, opinions and solutions are
sought.

What are the subjects for this year’s Parent Forum?
Focus: New National Curriculum (7th October)
Were you aware that the National Curriculum changed in September 2014?
What impact has this curriculum had on your child?
Do you think the delivery of National Curriculum through the creative curriculum inspires your
child?
Do you think visitors / visits linked to the National Curriculum inspire your child?
What questions do you have for the school about the new National curriculum?
Are the curriculum leaflets sent at the beginning of each theme helpful in informing you
what your child will be learning?
Do you feel the range of clubs supports your child’s learning?

Focus: Assessment and Reporting (14th October)
Do you know how your chid is assessed?
Do you know how feedback supports your child’s learning?
Are work sharing sessions helpful to see what your child has been doing?
Do you have any comments on consultation evenings?
Please feedback on last year’s annual written report; was it clear and helpful in giving you a summary of
your child’s attainment and next steps for learning?

Focus: Supporting Parents- Literacy (21st October)
What do you do to support your child with their learning?
Do you feel supported in how to help your child with Speaking and Listening?
Do you feel supported in how to help your child with Reading?
Do you feel supported in how to help your child with Writing, including Spelling?
Do you prefer ‘workshop’ type events?
Do you prefer written communications?
Is the homework your child receives appropriate (Reading/ Spellings)?
Are you aware of the schools success? (Ofsted Data Dashboard)
Do the extra opportunities such as World Book Day/ Library Reading Challenge Assembly/ Book fair
inspire your child?
Do we appropriately recognise your child’s successes in Literacy?
What other ideas do you have which could inspire your child?
What do we do well? How?
What could we do better? How?

Focus: Supporting Parents- Mathematics (4th November)
What do you do to support your child with their learning?
Do you feel supported in how to help your child with Maths?
Do you prefer ‘workshop’ type events?
Do you prefer written communications?
Is the homework your child receives appropriate (Skills tests / Weekly task)?
Do we appropriately recognise your child’s successes in Mathematics?
What other ideas so you have which could inspire your child?
Are you aware of the schools success? (Ofsted Data Dashboard)
What do we do well? How?
What could we do better? How?

Focus: Supporting Parents-Other Subjects (11th November)
Do you feel able to support your child with their learning in other subjects?
Do you feel able to support your child with their homework in other subjects (take home tasks)?
Are the take home tasks appropriate and wide ranging?
Is their enough time given to complete take home tasks?
Do you feel the range of clubs supports your child’s learning?
AOB

When does the Parent Forum Meet?
The Parent Forum meets on a Wednesday morning at 9.00am until
10.00am. They meet for a number of meetings at the beginning of
the academic year. Then towards the end of the school year (8th
June) they meet with Mrs Spencer and Mrs Collins so they can
share actions taken by the school as a direct result of the ideas
which arose. If you have anything you would like to feed into
the parent forum, please speak to a forum member or Mrs
Collins.

Who is on the Parent Forum?
This year our Parent Forum is made up from the following parents:
Parents Name
Kirsti Meachem

Child/rens Name
Chair/ Governor

Class/es
Outgoing chair

Anna- Luisa Newman

Alessia
Sebastian
Zak
Ben
Jonah
Jemiah
Roxy
Aidan
Christopher
George
Ethan
Finlay
Leo
Oscar
Harry

Kestrels
Toucans
Condors
Hummingbirds
Kestrels
Penguins
Wrens
Condors
Puffins
Condors
Robins
Kingfishers
Wrens
Hummingbirds
Kingfishers
Swans

Alia Khan
Annie Wilson
Stephanie Schapp
Kieran Gaffey
Lynn Renwick
Kelly Billington
Mr Chris James
Guy West
TBC

Year Group
New Chair to be
confirmed
4
2
4
2
4
1
3
4
1
4
3
R
3
2
R

Membership of the Parent Forum is reviewed each year. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those parents who are currently parent forum
members.
In particular we would like to thank Mrs Young, Mr Kirtley and Miss Linares who
sat on the Parent Forum last year but whose children have now moved to
Parkfields Middle School.

What happened as a result of the Parent Forum last year?
-Staff meeting handovers, with agendas between teachers about the children before and after the
children change classes
-Drop-in sessions with the SENDCo for staff
-Skills tests started in Year One
-Homework policy rewritten
-Homework leaflet written for parents (available on website)
-Kitchen facilities improved / new arrangements for sittings
-Greater information given on the treatment of head lice
-School readiness leaflet written for Nursery parents (available on website)
-On line payment system available
-Cleaning rota reviewed

Parent Teachers Association
How do I get involved socially?
The PTA is run by a kind group of parents who organise social and fund-raising events for the benefit of
the children, their families and the school. They provide a calendar of fun events for everyone to enjoy
whilst raising money for the school. If you would like to join the PTA please contact Mrs Susan Ward on
tel: 07538 576975or by email on toddingtonpta@gmail.com. If you can’t join the PTA we look forward to
seeing you at the events.

Parent Skills Audit
What if I have a skill/ knowledge I’d like to share?
We are very grateful to be so well supported by our fabulous parent base. Some parents feel they are able
to support us in school as well as supporting their children’s learning. We do hold a data base for such
offers of help. Please complete the attached skills audit if you feel you have something you would like to
offer the school and return it to Mrs Collins. Thank you.

Parent Helpers
What do I do if I want to be a Parent Helper?
If you would like to be a parent helper please contact Mrs Collins. There are already a
number of parent helpers in school but we try to accommodate for all offers of help, where
possible. We use parent helpers across the school from Nursery to Year Four.
Parents who volunteer support in class help in a number of different ways; such as hearing
readers, playing board games and backing work.
Parents who help regularly at school undertake an induction with regard to Safeguarding
children and Health and Safety. They also have a Disclosure and Barring Service Check.

Parent View
How do I share my views about Toddington St George C of E School?
Ofsted run a website asking for parent’s views about their child’s school. Sharing your positive feedback is
very useful to the school to confirm what is going well. The results are reviewed both by the governors and
leadership team. As ever we would ask that you talk to us, the parent forum representatives or the
governing body should there be anything we can continue to improve on.
1. Please type ‘parent view’ into a search engine or visit parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
2. Click on ‘Give your views now’
3. Click on register now and type in your email and a pass word
4. Search for Toddington St George Church of England School
5. Answer the questions
6. Finish

Parental Support
Where do I go if I need more support?
We will always try to listen and support you if we can, please come and speak to your child’s class
teacher, Mrs Collins (Deputy Head), Mrs Mallett (SENDCo) or Mrs Spencer (Head teacher).
There are always places to look for support; there is currently a parenting group called Triple P running in
Houghton Regis and for those with older children a Teen Triple P in Leighton Buzzard.
Contact Mrs Collins for further details.
The amount of parent and carer support is one of the things which make
Toddington St George Church of England School a very special place to be.
A huge thank you to all those parents and carers who already support the school in some capacity.
If you do not already help we hope this leaflet will encourage you to get involved.
If you have any questions, comments or ideas please speak to Mrs Collins.
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